NORWICH

Church property. The Bishop was driven from his palace,
and the town of Yarmouth actually petitioned Parliament for
* lead and other useful materials of that vast and altogether
useless Cathedral in Norwich towards building a workhouse
to employ the almost sterved poor and repairing our piers.'

The town, however, seems to have welcomed Charles II
with enthusiasm on his visit in 1671, on which occasion he
knighted a famous Norwich man, Sir Thomas Browne, author
of Religio Medici.   Evelyn, who visited Browne shortly after,
was delighted with Norwich, which he described as * one of
the largest and certainly, after London, one of the noblest of
England,   for its  venerable   Cathedral,   number  of stately
churches, cleanness of its streets, and buildings of flint so
exquisitely headed and squared.'    He also mentions * the
flower gardens, in which the inhabitants excel J.   Even to-day
Norwich has been called c a city of gardens '.    Defoe, who
visited Norwich in the eighteenth century, refers to the re-
markable industrial activity of the town.    He says :   * If a
stranger was only to ride through or view the city of Norwich
for a day he would have reason to think there was a town
without inhabitants . . . but the case is this ; the inhabitants
being all busy at their manufactures dwell in their garrets at
their looms, and in their combing shops, so they call them,
twisting mills and other work houses, almost all the works they
are employed in being done indoors.'  All England was wearing
Norwich shawls, crapes, bombazines and poplins until the
Industrial Revolution, which shifted the textile trade to the
North and Midlands.   Even then Norwich did not decline for
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